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Chile’s antitrust enforcer has urged its specialist competition court to fine the 
country’s National Professional Football Association (ANFP) US$4.7 million, 
claiming that the entry fees it charges to teams promoted from its third tier 
to second division are anticompetitive. 

The National Economic Prosecutor’s Office said the 1.35 billion Chilean pesos 
(US$2.2 million) entry fees that the football association charged teams between 
2011 and 2017 “prevents, restricts and thwarts competition” in the professional 
football market. 

Chile’s Tribunal of the Defence of Free Competition will now rule whether the fee 
presents a barrier to entry for teams that are promoted to the association’s second-
tier Primera B division. 

Confirming its referral to the tribunal on 1 March, the antitrust enforcer said lower 
division teams have limited access to credit, which hinders their ability to pay the full 
entry fee despite having earned their place in the division on merit. The enforcer 
added that the financial burden could have knock-on effects within the club, by 
limiting investment in salaries, infrastructure, lodging and travel for its players and 
coaches. 

The prosecutor’s office launched its investigation in December 2016 after receiving 
four complaints following the promotion of Chilean football team Deportes Valdivia 
from the ANFP’s third tier to the Primera B division, one league down from the 
country’s top division. 

The ANFP said on 1 March that it is studying the enforcer’s complaint, but denied 
that its fees prevented, restricted or hindered competition between its member clubs. 
The association added that its current league entry fees are determined by a team 
of expert economists. 

Benjamin Grebe, a partner at Prieto in Santiago, said the referral is the first ever 
complaint about the football market filed to the National Economic Prosecutor. 
The ANFP has 20 days from 1 March to either address the allegations or ask for the 
claim to be amended or thrown out. The case will then be examined by the specialist 
tribunal before it schedules a final hearing. If the ANFP subsequently appeals 
against any judgment by the tribunal, the case could take up to three years to 
conclude, Grebe said. 

https://latinlawyer.com/ll250/firms/1131499/prieto


The football association has three divisions, but only the top two leagues receive 
funds from the sale of television broadcasting rights, which constitutes the majority 
of the funding for the clubs, said Jorge Tarzijan, a professor at the Pontifical Catholic 
University of Chile. 

The ANFP says its fees are offset by the increased cash flow the promoted team 
receives, even though the entry fee is roughly equivalent to almost two years of 
television revenue, Tarzijan said. 

Any final ruling could affect the football teams’ respective market values, Tarzijan 
added. 

“For example, if there is no entry fee, the value of the third division teams will 
increase as they would no longer have to face that financial barrier to ascend to the 
next division,” he said. 

ANFP was unavailable for comment. 

 


